Tawhid Al-Asmaa wa Al-Sifat 


The definition: that you affirm everything of the names and attributes 
that Allah has confirmed about Himself and what His Prophet salAllahu 
alayhi wa sallam has mentioned in the Sunnah - without interpreting it 
or distorting or denying it or asking how or comparison with His 
creation. 

Allah says: 

Allah - no one has the right to be worshiped except Him. To Him 
belong the best names. Ta-ha: 8 

Nothing is like Him; and He is the Allhearing, the Allseeing. Al-Shura: 
11 

We believe in everything from the names and attributes that Allah has 
mentioned about Himself and that are in the Sunnah without 
interpreting or distorting or denying or asking how or comparing it 
with His creation, because this causes that one does not recognize its 
reality and denies its meaning. 

Allah says: 

And to Allah belong the best names, so invoke Him by them. And leave 
[the company of] those who deviate concerning His names. They will be 
recompensed for what they have been doing. Surat Al-A'raaf: 180 


The names and attributes are divided into two categories: 

1 - attributes known by the intellect and fitra, separate from the 
revelation: Sifat Aqliyya. 

2 - attributes known by the revelation: Sifat Khabariyya 

The attributes that are known by the intellect, in which no one has an 
excuse not to know them and the one who is ignorant of it, is a kafir 
before it is made clear to him and afterwards. 

The attributes that are known by the revelation: the one who is ignorant 


about it is excused before the evidence has reached him, and he becomes 
a disbeliever after he gets the evidence if he denies or interprets and 
distorts it. 


Anyone who doubts that Allah is Allknowing or is ignorant about it is 
Kafir. 

Allah says: 

And you were not covering yourselves, lest your hearing testify against 
you or your sight or your skins, but you assumed that Allah does not 
know much of what you do. And that was your assumption which you 
assumed about your Lord. It has brought you to ruin, and you have 
become among the losers." Fussilat: 22-23 

So these people thought - out of ignorance - that Allah does not know, 
and Allah has called them the losers. 


Anyone who doubts that Allah is able to resurrect the dead or is 
ignorant about it, is Kafir. 

And he entered his garden while he was unjust to himself. He said, "I do 
not think that this will perish - ever. 

And I do not think the Hour will occur. And even if I should be brought 
back to my Lord, I will surely find better than this as a return." 

His companion said to him while he was conversing with him, "Have 
you disbelieved (means according to the rules of the Arabic language: you 
have disbelieved) in He who created you from dust and then from a 
sperm-drop and then proportioned you [as] a man? 

But as for me. He is Allah , my Lord, and I do not associate with my 
Lord anyone. A1 Kahf: 35-38 


Whoever doubts that Allah is the most high or is ignorant about this, 
is kafir. 

Muawiyah bin Al-Hakam As-Salmi said: 

"I had a slave-girl who used to herd sheep for me. One day I discovered 
that a wolf had killed one of her sheep, and I'm a man from the children 
of Adam, I get upset like they get upset, and I slapped her in the face. 
Then I went to the Prophet who impressed upon me the seriousness of 
my act. I said, 'O Messenger of Allah, should I not set her free?' He said, 
'Bring her to me.' He asked her, 'Where is Allah', She said, 'He is above 


the heavens.' He said, 'Who am I?' She said, 'You are the Messenger of 
Allah.' He said, 'Free her, for she is a believer.' (Muslim and Abu 
Dawud) 

This is proof that someone who does not know where Allah is, is not a 
believer. 


Whoever doubts that Allah can speak or is ignorant about this, is 
kafir. 

And [mention] when your Lord took from the children of Adam - from 
their loins - their descendants and made them testify of themselves, 
[saying to them], "Am I not your Lord?" They said, "Yes, we have 
testified." [This] - lest you should say on the day of Resurrection, 
"Indeed, we were of this unaware." Or [lest] you say, "It was only that 
our fathers associated [others in worship] with Allah before, and we 
were but descendants after them. Then would You destroy us for what 
the falsifiers have done?" Al-A'raaf 172-173 

So Allah has made us testify that He is our Lord, and He spoke to us 
and has a covenant with the people that they must know Him and only 
worship Him. 


Whoever doubts that Allah can see or is ignorant about this, is kafir. 

Does he not know that Allah sees? Al-'Alaq: 14 

Herein is a rebuke for the one who does not know that Allah can see. 


Whoever doubts that Allah can hear or is ignorant about this, is kafir. 

Or do you think that most of them hear or reason? They are not except 
like livestock. Rather, they are [even] more astray in [their] way. A1 

Furqan: 44 

So Allah lets us know that those who do not hear are like the cattle, and 
worse. 


Sayings of the scholars about the Names and Attributes 

Al-Marwazi (275H) said: 'And ignorance concerning Allah is Kufr in all 
situations before and after the news (Khabr).' Ta'dheem Qadr al-Salah 
2/520 

Muhammad bin Ismail al-Tirmidhi said, I heard al-Muzni (264H) say: 
'No ones Tawhid is correct until he knows that Allah is above his throne 
with his Attributes.' 

I [the narrator] said: 'Like which [attributes]?' 

He replied: 'The All-Hearing, The All-Seeing, The All-Knowing and The 
All-Powerful.' Transmitted by Ibn Mandah in his "Tareekh" as is in al- 
Dhahbi's "al-Uluww" 461 

Iblees sent his servants out on the road and one of the shayatin came to 
a worshiper and asked him: Can your Lord put the world in an egg 
shell? Then he said: I do not know. Then iblees said: did you see how he 
became kafir in a second? Then the jinn went to a scholar and asked: can 
your Lord put the world in an egg shell? He answered: yes. Then the 
shaytan said: how? he said: by saying: kun fa yakoon (be and it is). Al- 
Faqih wa Al-MutaFaqqih of Al-Khatib Al-Baghdadi 

Nu'aym ibn Hammad said: "Who compares Allah with something of 
His creation is a disbeliever and everyone who denies anything of the 
attributes that Allah has described Himself with, is a kafir. And that 
with which Allah has described himself and His prophet is not a 
comparison (with creatures)." Sharh Usui Itiqad Ahli Sunnah wa Al- 
Jama'a from Al-Laalkaaie 

Imaam al-Bukhaaree narrates from Muhammad bin Yusuf al-Firyaabee 
(d. 212H) [that he] said: Whoever says Allaah is not above His Throne is 
a kaafir and whoever claims that Allaah did not speak to Musa (Moses) 
is a kaafir. Khalq Af'al al-ibaad 

Haroon bin Marouf al-Marwazi said: "Whoever claims that Allah Azza 
wa Jal doesn't speak, he worships an Idol." Al-Sunnah 209 by Abdillah 

Al-Darimi said: Who doesn't know that his God is on the Throne above 
His heavens, he worships other than Allah. Naqd Uthman bin Sa'ied 
Al-Darimi ala Al-Mirisi Al-Jahmi Al-'anied 1/489 

Al-Darimi said: "Allah exalted is He, is on His throne, above His 
heavens, apart from His creation, and whoever does not know Him as 
such, doesn't know the god whom he worships." Al-Radd ala Al- 


Jahmiyya p.39 


Ibn Mandah said in his refutation of Al-Jahmiyah: "At-Ta'weel 
(misinterpretation) is according to the Ashab il Hadeeth (Ahli Sunnah) a 
type of Takdheeb (belying/rejecting)." [Ar-Rad 'ala Al-Jahmiyah] 

Al-Tirmidhi said: Allah mentions the Hand and the Hearing in several 
places in His book, but the jahmiyya interpreted this ayaat differently 
than ahl ul-ilm and said that the Hand meant strength. Sunan Al- 
Tirmidhi 3/51 

The ashariyya say exactly the same as the jahmiyya and therefore they 
are kuffar. 


Sayings of the Salaf in Affirmation of the Reality and Apparent 
meaning of The Names and Attributes of Allah Most High! 

Abdulrahman bin Abi Hatim said: Yunus bin Abd Al-A'la told us, he 
said: I heard Abu Abdillah Muhammad bin Idris Al-Shafi'i say: - he was 
asked about the attributes of Allah (azza wa jal) and what he believes 
about it - Allah (azza wa jal) has attributes that are mentioned in His 
book and His prophet (salliAllahu alayhi wa sallam) has told his 
ummah about it, none of the creatures of Allah can reject them after the 
evidence has come to him, because it is in the Quran and the prophet 
(salliAllahu alayhi wa sallam) has said it and trustworthy men have 
narrated it from him. So if someone is in conflict with this after he has 
had the proof, he is a kafir, but before it has been established that he has 
had the proof he is excused because of his ignorance, for the knowledge 
about it is not achieved by the mind or by sight or by thinking, and no 
one becomes disbelieving by ignorance about it, except after it has been 
established that he has received the message about it. And we affirm 
these attributes and do not compare them, as He denied any comparison 
of himself: nothing is equal to Him and He is the All-Hearing, the All- 
Seeing. Al-Shura: 11 (Al-Wasiyya of Al-Shafii p.55-58) 

Hammad b. Zayd (d.l79) said: "He Descends a Descending worthy to 
His Rububiyyah, without how. Without that His Descending is similar 
to the descend of the creation; without Tashbih and Ta'til. Exonerated is 
He above what the Mu'attilah say concerning His Attributes and the 
Mushabbihah with reference to it: High and Great He is!" [al-Alusi 
mentioned it in Jala' al-'Aynayn p.352 and something similar has been 
mentioned in the 'Aqidat Ashab al-Hadith of Abu 'Uthman al-Sabuni, 
on the authority of some Salaf without naming Hammad b. Zayd] 


Ishaq b. Rahawayh (d.238) stated: "al-Tashbih is only when one says: 'A 
Hand, like my hand' or '..similar to my hand'. Or 'Hearing, like my 
hearing' or '..similar to my hearing'. This is Tashbih. However, if it is 
said as Allah, the Exalted, said: Hand, Hearing and Seeing, and he does 
not say 'how' nor does he say 'Like hearing' nor 'As hearing', then this is 
not Tashbih with Him. Allah, the Exalted, says: {Nothing is like Him, 
and He is Al-Hearing and Al-Seeing}." [Abu 'Isa al-Tirmidhi, Sunan; 
Kitab al-Zakat 3:51. Its also related by al- Dhahabi in al-'Uluww p.l20- 
121, Ibn al-Qayyim in al-Ijtima' p.96 and others] 

Ahmad b. Hanbal (d.241) was once asked about the Mushabbihah and 
what they profess, so he answered: "Whosoever says: 'A Seeing, like my 
seeing' and 'A Hand, like my hand' and 'A Feet, like my feet' then he has 
resembled Allah! {Nothing is like Him, and He is Al-Hearing and Al- 
Seeing}." [Abu Ya'la b. al-Farra', al-Ibtal 1:43-45 and others] 

Muhammad b. Isma'il al-Bukhari (d.256) said: "In this there is proof that 
Allah's Voice does not resemble the voice of the creation, because the 
Voice of Allah - may His remembrance be Exalted! - is heard from far as 
it is heard from near, and that the Angels fall unconscious upon hearing 
His Voice. If the angels were to call, they would not fall unconscious. 
And Allah, the Mighty and Majestic, says {Do not set up equals for 
Allah). There is no equal or similar for an Attribute of Allah, the Exalted, 
nor is there found anything from His Attributes among the created 
beings!" [Muhammad b. Isma'il al-Bukhari, Khalq Af'al al-'Ibad p.l82] 

al-Bukhari also said in his Sahih: "Allah's Action does not resemble the 
action of the creation due to Allah's saying: 'There is none like unto 
Him'" [Refer to his Sahih, Kitab al-Tawhid] 

Abu Zur'ah al-Razi (d.264), the student of Ahmad and Ishaq, was aksed 
on the saying of Allah, the Mighty and Majestic {You know what's in 
my soul, and I don't know what's in Your Soul), so he said: "It is not 
said a 'SouT like a 'souT, cause that is unbelief. He said {What I've 
created with My Two Hands}. Allah, the Mighty and Majestic, created 
Adam by His Hand, and it is not said a 'Hand' similar to a 'hand' nor a 
'Hand' like a 'hand', cause that is unbelief. Rather, we believe in all of 
it." [Ibn Mandah, Kitab al-Tawhid p.331] 

Ibn Qutaybah (d.276) said: "We do not say Fingers like our fingers, nor 
Hand like our hands, nor Grasp like our grasps, for everything from 
Him, the Mighty and Majestic, is not resembled to anything from us." 

[Ibn Qutaybah, Ta'wil Mukhtalif al-Hadith p.l90] 


'Uthman b. Sa'id al-Darimi (d.281), said: "Or have you not heard, O al- 
Marisi, the saying of Allah, the Exalted (Nothing is like Him}?! And like 
nothing is like Him, therefore, hearing is not like His Hearing, nor 
seeing is like His Seeing, nor have they with the creation an analogy, 
similar and comparison. So how can you compare them with a like what 
you yourself not know, and accuse others of it.." [al-Darimi, al-Radd 
'ala'l-Marisi p.45] 

So the meaning of the salaf, "that the tafsir of the texts of sifaatullah, is 
the reading thereof"; isn't that there isn't any meaning to it, rather their 
meaning of it is that its meanings are clear, so the reading thereof and its 
apparent understanding upon the way of Arabic language is enough. 

Aboo Bakr al-Marwazee (d. 294H) said, "I asked Ahmad ibn Hanbal 
about the ahaadeeth which the Jahmiyyah reject regarding the 
Attributes of Allah, the Believer's seeing their Lord on the Day of 
Judgement, Allah's descent [to the lowest heaven] and the Throne. So 
Abu 'Abdullaah (Ahmad bin Hanbal) declared them all to he authentic 
and said, 'The Scholars have received them with acceptance. We pass on 
the narrations as they came to us.'" As-Sunnah by Abi Bakr Al-Khallal 
(1/247) with an authentic isnad. He said: "Abu Bakr Al-Marwazee 
said: ..." and mentioned it. "Al-Sharee'ah" by Al-Ajurri (3/1154); 
"Tabaqat Al-Hanabilah" by Ibn Abi Ya'la (1/138) 

Al-Ajurri (d. 360H) said: "The people of haqq describe Allah as He azza 
wa jail described Himself, and as His prophet, salla Allahu alayhi wa 
sallam, has described Him, and as the sahaba, radiya Allahu anhum, 
have described Him. This is the madhhab of the scholars who have 
followed and didn't innovate." Al-Sharia 2/1051 


All praise belongs to Allah 


